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can have many purposes, but t
re is the same no matter what. You
ng an essay to argue for a particular poi
w or to explain the steps necessary to compl
task. Either way, your essay will have the sa
asic format. If you follow a few simple steps, yo
Ill find that the essay almost writes itself. You wi
e responsible only for supplying ideas, which ar

e important part of the essay anyway.

n't let the thought of putting pen to pa
frightens you. Get started!



Choosing a Topic

have no choice as to your topic. If this is the ¢
ay not be ready to jump to the next step. Think ab
of paper you are expected to produce. Should it bea g
view, or a specific analysis of the topic? If it should b
rview, then you are probably ready to move to the next st
hould be a specific analysis, make sure your topic is f
cific. If it is too general, you must choose a narrower subt
discuss.

example, the topic “IRAQ" is a general one. If your objecti
rite an overview, this topic is suitable. If your objective
a specific analysis, this topic is too general. You must n
mething like "Politics in Irag" or “lrag's Culture.”

have determined that your topic will be sui






The introduction guides the reader into
your paper by grabbing attention and
introducing the topic. It should contain
three elements:

a. Hook
b. Background Information
c. Thesis statement



It sho
Mus

g










Ask a
your

Ex) Is
enough

circumsta
Romeo and Ju

er into

is not



Backgr ation

Assume ead
ce

If it is a text,
and a brief syno

uthor, title



A thesis statement is simply an argument
that you are going to prove. The thesis
statement will be the LAST SENTENCE in
your INTRODUCTION paragraph. Your
thesis statement will have two parts.

1. The first part states the topic.

2. The second part states the point of the
essay.
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In a basic 5 paragraph essay, there are 3 body
paragraphs that all follow the same structure;
but, discuss and prove different points. Each
body paragraph should discuss one of the
points in your thesis. You are trying to
convince the reader that your point is right.
Each body paragraph needs a topic sentence,
point, and proof. Be sure to use transition
phrases to connect your ideas. Write a
closing sentence.
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Paragraph 1
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Paragraph 2
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Paragraph 3

e Topic sentence 1
e Body sentences
e Concluding sentence

e Topic sentence 2

e Body sentences
e Concluding sentence

e Topic sentence 3
e Body sentences
e Concluding sentence




Body Paragr ic sentence
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Concluding



Conclusion

onclusion brings closure to the reader, summ
points or providing a final perspective on your
he conclusion needs is three or four strong sente
ich do not need to follow any set formula. Sim
jew the main points (being careful not to restate th
actly) or briefly describe your feelings about the top
en an anecdote can end your essay in a useful way. T
roduction and conclusion complete the paragraphs
ur essay.

't stop just yet! One more step remains before
essay is truly finished.



d the Finishing Touc

ave now completed all of the paragr
our essay. Before you can consider thi
Ished product, however, you must give so
ught to the formatting of your paper.

Check the order of your paragraphs.
heck the instructions for the assignment.

K your writing.



